
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In August 2011 there were riots. 
They started in our borough, in 

the area of Tottenham. Loads of 
buildings burnt down and there 

were fights with the police. 
Even a police car was set on 

fire. We had never seen 
anything like it before and we 

were upset! 

We were angry with the police, 
they never really liked young 

people. All they did was pick on 
us and behaved rudely to us on 
the street, even when we didn’t 

do anything. During the riots, 
some of us felt we were finally 

in control and the police 
couldn’t do anything.    

After the riots, our youth 
workers let have discussions. 

They made us think about how 
scared we felt that night, the 

police were so busy during the 
riots, that they couldn’t help 

other people who needed them 
or protect the rest of the 

borough. 

There were a lot of things the 
police did that were good, like if 

an old lady gets mugged or if 
there is a woman who gets 

beaten up by her husband. But, 
why didn’t they like us? They 

just treated us all like criminals 
because of our age. It was not 

fair. We can’t be friends! 

We then put together our 
project, Positive Youth News 
Haringey to tackle the media.  

We started our Twitter account 
and Haringey Police followed 

us. At first we were like, “yuk!” 
but then they were really nice 
to us and helped promote us, 
getting us loads of followers! 

We started thinking, maybe we were 
a bit unfair to the police, they were 

very supportive to us and the 
Tottenham Song the young people 
from Gladesmore were doing. They 
also helped out at the HYPE youth 
football tournament. Maybe we 

were wrong to judge them, but we 
still didn’t trust them! 

We carried on being ‘friends’ with 
them on Twitter. Then a new 

Borough Commander, Victor Olisa 
started his new job and he had this 

question and answer thing on 
Twitter. We decided to ask him if 

he would model for Doccia, a local 
youth fashion company. He said 

yes... we were shocked! 

Victor runs his Twitter question 
and answer session regularly and 

we would ask him more questions. 
Once he showed us a picture of his 

lunch, he was eating burger and 
chips! We had to tell him it was 
unhealthy! He is really nice to us 

and we really like talking to him on 
Twitter. 

In May and July 2013, he let us take 
over his diary. We were so excited! 

We took him to meet Exposure a 
youth magazine run by young 

people. They interviewed him on 
video. We also took him to see the 

Haringey youth basketball team, 
Haringey Hawks. But he didn’t play 

a game... they are London 
champions, he was probably 

scared! 

He met me and I was taken around 
the police station to see how they 

work. I learnt about forensics, breath 
testing, how interviews are carried 
out and even spent a bit of time in 

the cells.  
 

I write my own comic, one of the 
storylines and Victor’s favourite is 
Hornsey Hill Cops. So this research 

was useful and interesting. 

Young people from Haringey tell the story of how 
they are building relationships with the police in 

the borough where the riots begun. www.positiveyouthnewsharingey.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I took him around on the borough 
youth tour. I was nervous at first, but 
Victor was really friendly and made 
me feel comfortable. He took me to 
meet the Cadets and asked me what 

young people wanted from the police. 
All my friends were curious at my 

Facebook pictures and asked loads of 
questions about what the police were 

like. I said he was an inspirational 
man, I felt he really cares about young 

people and all of the officers were 
really kind.  

I thought meeting him would be a waste of 
time, I have never felt the police have really 
been interested in young people. But I got a 

good vibe from Victor and soon we were 
cracking jokes. He was really listening to the 
concerns I had about the police and didn’t 

patronise me. He really wanted things to be 
better and wanted my opinion on how it 
should be improved. I told all my friends 
and wasn’t ashamed to Tweet I met him.  

Since the riots, thanks to our work with the police so far we have learnt: 
 

 We didn’t like it when we thought the police judged all young people based on the bad 
actions of a small few, but then we also judged all police on the bad actions of a small few. 
We were wrong.  

 We also realised that the police are nice and want similar things to us. They have treated us 
really well and Victor is prepared to listen to how things can be improved. We can’t wait to 
carry on working with him and introducing him to more young people in Haringey. 

 Police officers don’t really eat donuts, well if they do, then they hid them from us! 

Exhibit A: Photographic evidence of our work with the police! 

Borough Commander with us whilst 

we took him around. 

Borough Commander Victor Olisa with the young people from 

Exposure Magazine 

Shaun and Eren editing the video interview of 

Borough Commander Victor Olisa. 

Borough Commander Victor Olisa discussing policing 

with the Haringey Hawks Zoom learning about forensics 

Zoom locked up! Posing with the Borough Commander 

That’s our story of the work we 
have started to do with the 

Police in Haringey to build youth 
police relations. We hoped you 
enjoyed it! You can follow us on 
Twitter @PYNHaringey or check 

our website at the top of the 
page.   

Thank you for reading, bye!  
. 


