
 

 
Joanne McCartney AM                                                                            City Hall 

                                                                                                                                                    The Queen’s Walk 

 London 

                                                                   SE1 2AA 

                                                                                                                                   Switchboard: 020 7983 4000 

                                                                                                                                       Minicom: 020 7983 4458 

                                                                                                                                       Web:  www.london.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Direct telephone: 020 7983 5524 Fax: 020 7983 4953 Email: Joanne.mccartney@london.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Secretary of State, 

 

RE: Chase Farm Hospital A&E 

 

I am writing to ask you to reconsider your decision to close Chase Farm Hospital Accident and Emergency 

Department later this year, especially given the current A&E crisis that we are facing in London.  

 

It is clear that pressure on London’s A&E departments are immense and I am concerned that these strains 

will worsen as A&E departments close. Our nearby A&Es at the North Middlesex University Hospital and 

Barnet Hospitals are already not currently meeting their required waiting time targets. In North Middlesex 

Hospital, 5,657 waited longer than four hours in the past twelve months, and 8,470 endured a more than 

four hour wait in Barnet and Chase Farm NHS Trust. This shows that the A&E department in Chase Farm 

Hospital is in great demand already, and surely must cause a re-think of the decision to close the A&E. 

 

In addition, part of the assurances that the public were given when the decision to close the A&E was 

made was that primary care would be sufficiently improved. However, there is real doubt as to whether 

adequate primary care has improved sufficiently. Please find below a link to a recent independent Stage 

One Summary Report commissioned by the Council on the Barnet, Enfield and Haringey Clinical Strategy 

for your information. 

http://governance.enfield.gov.uk/documents/s39470/BEH%20Strategy%20Review%20Stage%20One%

20Summary%20Report%208th%20May%202013%204.pdf 

 

I ask that you put a halt to the closure of Chase Farm A&E. I believe that its closure later in the year will 

see worsened A&E services in Enfield and Haringey, overworked staff and increased waiting times for 

access to treatment. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
Secretary of State for Health 
Ministerial Correspondence and Public Enquiries Unit 
Department of Health  
Richmond House  
79 Whitehall 
London 
SW1A 2NS 

Our ref: JM/YK 

Date: 5 July 2013 
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Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Joanne McCartney AM 
London Assembly Member for Enfield and Haringey 
 


